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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) —Poltce. 3 
ondent of the Bangabdst, of the 3lst May, writes from 

tig 24 in Gopalpore Gopalpore in the 24-Pergunnahs that a 
Ane 24 Pergunnabe. suspicious death having occurred in the 
station, the Deputy Magistrate was informed of the fact, but has taken no 
steps in the matter. ; 

9. The Dacca Gazette, of the 2nd dune, says that increasing poverty 
i asl is leading people to form themselves into 
* Criminal gangs in Tipperah. gangs for criminal purposes, as they did dur- 
ing the Mahomedan rule. In Tipperah, especially, gang robbery, &c., has 
hecome very prevalent. People there are banding themselves to oppose 
in every possible way the operation of the law. Reports have reached this 

aper of some horrible crimes perpetrated in Kulikauchha in perguanah 
Sarail, and enquiries are being made by it into the circumstances of the case. 
It is hoped that the police, too, will be on the look-out. 

9 The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké, of the 3rd June, says that, 


The case of police oppression in although Sir James Lyall’s Secretary has 


Umritsur. frankly admitted that the case of police 
oppression in Umritsur would not have attracted the notice of Government, 
but for the advocacy of the cause of the oppressed by the Zrtbune, the 
Punjab Government has yet found fault with that newspaper for having 
published an exaggerated account of the case. This is quite of a piece 
with the usual attitude of Government towards the native press. 

The Government of Sir James Lyall ought to have been all gratitude 
to the Zribune, for its service gladly and voluntarily rendered. The slightest 
insinuation of any fault on the part of that newspaper would have been in 
this connection an improper act. | 

It is to be regretted that the offenders—the District Superintendent 
of Police and the Magistrate—have not been punished in the way they 
would have been in any other civilised country. But India is India, and 
the Indian people are the subjects of the Indian Government, from which 
nothing better can be expected in a case like this. But the Indian public 
should, after all, be thankful to Sir James Lyall for even the slight 
reprimand he has administered to Mr. Warburton. For they could have 
done nothing even if Government bad thought fit to reward Mr. Warburton 
for his misdeed. 


4. The Késipore Nibdst, of the first fortnight : the month of Jyaishtha, 
Village chowkt says that, though the chowkidars and the 
piss mannan eat eonehaet yanchayets are absolutely of no use to the 
villages, yet the people are saddled with taxes for maintaining them. They 


wholly neglect their duty and do a great deal of mischief by mixing them-. 


selves up in the village daladali aftairs and by getting up false cases and 
Siving false evidence. The police and the courts, who do not koow the real 
character of these men, often place undue confidence in them, and thereby 
increase their influence to such an extent that, on the occurrence of any 


quarrel in a village, ever ty is found to be anxious to buy their help and 
Co-operation, Ail hs ee 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


9 The Sudhékar, of the 80th May, says that the Mahomedan 
at gob divisional Officer of Magura, suitors and employés of the sub-divisional 
a omedan festival Ked. Court of Magura, in the district of Jessore, 
bis © greatly inconvenienced by the Sub-divisional Officer not having closed 
7; cones on the occasion of the Mahomedan festival Hed. This disregard 
‘h © “overnment circular ordering all public offices to be closed on the 


“Ye Occasion was a very improper act on the part of the Sub-divisional 
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Officer, and Government should make a searching enquiry into the matter 
Public officers should aleo note that it is highly impolitic to interfere With 
the religious ceremonies of any community. 


(d)—Education. 


— My 6. Tne Sahachar, of the 28th May 
in Bengali. Dutt's History of Indis Hos the following on Mr. R. C. Dutt’s Histor 


of India in Bengali :— aie 
Properly speaking, Mr. Dutt’s book does not contain any attack op 
the Hindu religion. Mr. Dutt calls that religion the sandtanadharma (eter. 
nal religion), and expresses very great respect for the Vedas. There can be 
no doubt that he isa dutiful son of India. What he calls Hinduism, 
and according to which one God alone is the fit object of worship, is no other 
than the Hinduism of Vedavyasa and other Rishis. Idolatry cannot be said 
to form the essential part of Hinduism seeing that it is admittedly intended 
only for ignorant believers. As regards his views about modern Hinduism, 
they should have been refuted before being condemned. His statement 
of the changes which Hinduism has undergone is not a mere dogmatic asser- 
tion, but a statement supported by evidence. There may be difference of 
opinion as to whether or not his evidence supports the conclusions at which 
he has arrived ; but there can be no doubt but that, having arrived at those 
conclusions after an honest enquiry, he was, as a historian, bound to give 
publicity to thent. It is not Ramesh Baboo alone who has expressed doubts 
about the historical character of the wars of the Ramayana and the Mahs- 
bharat; for men like Dr. Rajendra Lal have also-expressed similar doubts. 
The writer does not mean to say that every thing that Ramesh Baboo has 
said in his book is true. What he means is that Ramesh Baboo’s book 
Contains nothing whose perusal is calculated to upset the religious notions of 
Hindu boys. Andis Ramesh Baboo to be considered un-Hindu simply 
because he has been unable to swallow Hinduism with all its impurities and 
imperfections P 
The writer ha carefully read the book, and is of opinion that it ought 
not to be excluded from the schools. Religious bigotry is a very bad thiog, 
and it may be safely predicted that the Lieutenant-Governor will not listen 


to the objections raised against the book. 


7. The Surabhi-o-Patakd, of the 80th May, refers to the errors in the 


list of passed Entrance candidates published 
p phe results of the last Entrance in the Gazette of India, and makes the follow- 
‘xamination. : ; 
ing remark:—These errors are said to be 
owing to the clerks. Thus it is sometimes the clerks and sometimes the 
superior officers who commit the mistakes which vitiate almost every act of 
the University. 
8. The Samaya, of the 80th May, says that, although the results of the 
last Entrance Examination have been published 
pthe results of the last Entrance after so much delay,-they are not free from 
eg error. After their publication in the Gazeéle 
of India, four new names have been included in the list of passed candidates 
published in the Calcutta Gazette. The occurrence of such mistakes even 
when Mr. Justice Gurudas is Vice-Cnancellor has made the writer give Up 
hope about University reform. It is tobe regretted that even with a lot of 
highly paid officers, the University cannot manage its affairs satisfactorily. 
The present condition of Mahome. 9. The Sudhakar, of the 30th May, 
dan education. has the f ollowing ite 
The Bengali language having become the mother tongue of the Bengal 
Mahomedans, it would be foolish on their part to neglect its study. It »® 
mattcr for congratulation, therefore, that the Bengal Mahomedans have 
taken to the study of that language in all earnestness, But, unfortunately, 


| 
| 
} 
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he Bengali text-books that are now read -by them in the schools will, if not 

Tue chief object of education 8 ould be the preservation of the’ national 
life of a people, and if that object is lost sight of in a people’s education, they 
ill be utterly rumed. And so far asthe Mahomedans are concerned, this 
object has not been kept in view in the schools of Bengal. On the one hand, 
ae English education which the Bengal Mahomedans are receiving is laying 
the axe at the root of their national life, and, on tive other, the Bengal 
hooks which they are made to read in the schools can hardly be expected to 
he jnnocuous reading for them. These books, instead of strengthening the 
faith of the Mahomedan boys in their own religion, manners, and custome, 
are extremely well calculated to shake that faith, and to make them worse 
members of their community than the Mahomedans who receive no education 
whatever. They cannot surely benefit by reaiiing books like the Ramer Bana- 
bisa, the Sitdr Banabasa, the Meghndda Badha Kavya, the Nirvdsitd Stid, 
the Ramayana, and the Mahabharata. They are required to learn by rote 
the genealogies of Ram and Ravan, to take Draupadi, the joint-wife of five 
husbands, as a model of chastity, to accept the “ Swayambar ” as the best form 
of marriage, and to believe in mythology as true history. No wonder 
that such training should fill their minds with false and fanciful notions. 
And whilst they learn all this injurious stuff, it is simply scandalous that 
they cannot tell the genealogy of Mahammad, cannot point out on the map 
the place of Mahammad’s birth and the place of Mahammad’s death, 
do not know the names of Mahammad’s four principal disciples, and are 
completely ignorant about Imam Hassan and Imam Hossein. 

Turning from literature to history, it is found that the Maho- 
medan student reads that Mahammad was born in 570 A. D., and instruct- 
ed his disciples to spread his doctrines at the point of the sword, and that 
Mahammad’s disciples went out on their mission with the Koran in one 
hand and the sword in the other. That such teaching should fill the mind 
of the Mahomedan student with false notions about Mahammad and his 
doctrines is not at all surprising. Teaching of this kind has turned the 
heads of some students of Cooch Behar and Mymensingh, who have lost 
their faith in their own religion, and have become converts to Brahmoism. 
And who can say how many more secretly cherish Brahmoism in their 
hearts as the true religion P | 

_ Ifthe Mahomedans do not, therefore, take prompt remedial measures, 
their religion will soon be in danger of losing all its glory. 


Instead of appointing only Bengali books written by Hindus as texte - 


books in the schools, Government should appoint for use in those schools 
moral text-books written by Mahomedans. 
10. The Sanjtvant, of the 8lst May, says that the Hindu Dharma 
iis | Rakshini Sabha of Burrisa] has acted thought- 
Dutt's road peynst Mr. B.C. Jegsly in setting up its agitation against 
| Mr. R. C. Dutt’s History of India. Many 
other text-books will have to be rejected if Mr. Dutt’s history is omitted from 
the list of text-books on the grounds urged against it by the Sabha. In- 
eed, ag the Civil and Military Gazette has very wisely pointed out, the true 
indu religion has become so encumbered with superstition. that hardly any 
modern text-book can be chosen which will not militate against some 
principle or other of that religion in its present corrupt form. No modern 
entific work, for instance, can be in consonance with the teachings of 
‘nculsm, and not even modern geography can be acceptable to Hindu 
agua seeing that it teaches in direct opposition to the Hindu shastras, 
: itis the earth that moves and not the sun and the stars. Is the 
ct ready to recommend the abolition of modern geography from the 
wos S Certainly not. For it knows well enough that Government will 
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not listen to such an unreasonable recommendation. If, then, the Sabha 
will retain everything with the single exception of Mr. Dutv’s history 
where is the line to be drawn between books which can be read by Hindy 
youths and books which cannot be read by them P There can be no doubt 
that the Subha has raised very grave issues by its agitation—issues, which jt 
would be almost impossible to settle. If the Sabha wants to act as the re. 
presentative of the people, pure and simple, then it should not only require 
the rejection of Mr. Dutt’s history, but also agitate for the abolition of alj 
tiie subjects which are now taught in the schools. And not only this, but 
the very schools, as at present constituted, will have to be abolished. For 
there are among the Hindus innumerable religious sects and divisions, and 
the teachings of one sect will militate against the teachings of another, 
and so boys belonging to different sects cannot be taught in the same 
school, if they are to be taught in strict accordance with popular Hindy 
principles. Then again separate schools will have to be established for 
the Mahomedans. And is the Sabha prepared to go all this lengtn? 
It is somewhat of an enigma that the Sabha. takes exception to 
Mr. Dutt’s history but. does not object to Hindu youths receiving instruc. 
tion from ** Mlechha” professors. | 
The Hindus should note that modern science is striking at the 
root of almost all ancient religions, Christianity not excepted, und that it 
would be folly on their part to attempt to go against the tide. 
ll. The Bangabdst, of the Slst May, oan the Hindu 
— community on the success of its efforts to 
wisi” ¢ Yy, @ Ge His:ory of India 
removed from the list of text-books, and invokes the blessings of all Hindus 
on the members of the Text-Book Committee for their praiseworthy action. 
Taken by itself the question of Mr. R. C. Datt’s book was, no doubt, 
of small moment, and not worth the agitation that was set on foot. But 
the result of the agitation is full of important meaning. For it means that 
the Hindu community still possesses some vitality, and that as in this small 
affair, so in larger matters deeply affecting its interest when they anise, 
that community will be able to fight and hold its ground. oe 
Now as to the book itself. As it must be read by those who will go in 
for their examination this year, the Inspectors of schools should be careful 
to direct heads of schools to omit the portions which are considered 
objectionable, and the examiners, too, should be careful not to set questions 
from these portions. If questions are set from those portions, not only will 


. the Text-Book Committee be insulted, but the religious susceptibilities of 


the Hindus will also be wounded. 
12. The Som Prakdsh, of the 2nd June, is opposed to Mr. Justice 


, Norris’s proposal to divert the Tagore Law 
rr ee eee eee Professorship Fund from the object for which 


it was founded by its donor. It would, however, have no objection to seé 
any improvement introduced in the present system of delivering lectures 
with view to increasing their usefulness. The university is urgently 
requested not to listen to any proposal for a diversion of the fund. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


13. The Rats-ul Akhbari Moorshedabad, of the 24th May, comp! 
that owing to the neglect of the Moorsh " 


PB ae against Moorshedabad Municipality, the place known as 


h is 
ofp not taken proper care of and is in a filthy 
condition. 


14. The Behar Bandhu, of the 27th May, is at a loss to understand 

The Patne Municipality. why Babu Krishna Chandra Ghosh, 8 4 
missioner of the Patna Municipality, was D&" 

to vacate his seat in favour of Baboo Deva Nath Sahay, and was sgal® 


} 
' 
: 
| 


Boa. & 
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in by removing Baboo Deva Nath. The writer also blames the 
tsken i for the almost childish simplicity with which it lends a willing 
8 Everybody's advice. lately, acting on the advice of the Sanitary 
eat missioner, it ordered all old-fashioned well-privies in the ward Dewan 
Yahalla to be replaced with privies provided with pots. Sickness, however, 
, ag Tife in that quarter now as when the old-fashioned privies existed. 
What good, then, has been done by the newly-fashioned privies? 
15. The Uluberia Darpan, of the 28th May, has heard complaints 
nee regarding the management of the hospital 
The Uluberis hospital. at Uluberia, in the Howrah district. The 


nationte do not get food and medicine in time, and there is no one to nurse 


them, The cholera ward rooms have come down, and there is, therefore, 
no accommodation for cholera patients in the hospital. The members of 
the Dispensary Committee are indifferent in the matter of collecting sub- 
seriptions and regulating the income and expenditure of the hospital. The 
President of the Committee should consider the following proposals :-— 


1. The members of the Committee should be changed from time to 


time. 

9, Ifthere be any debts remaining unpaid at the close of any 
year, and if the members for the time being cannot repay 
the same from subscriptions within a fixed time, they 


should be made to pay off the debt from their own. 


_ pockets. | 
8, The proceeds of subscriptions and donations should be utilised 


for the purpose of constructing a cholera ward without 
delay. 


4, Fit persons should be appointed to take care of the patients and 


to give them food. ) 
5. The members of the Committee should inspect the hospital by 


turns and record their opinion in a book to be kept for the 
purpose. ot 


( f )— Questions affecting the land. 


16. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the lst June, returns to the question of the 
_ difficulty experienced by the zemindar in re- 
Rent legislation. covering rent from his ryots, and repeats that 
the zemindar is in a manner compelled to 
Oppress his ryots, because Government has not given him an easy procedure 
for collecting his dues, and because litigation is both harassing and expen- 
ive. The zemindar therefore naturally prefers resorting to high-handed 
Measures, a course which at least gratifies his pride and sense of self- 
‘portance, to engaging in ruinous litigation; or, if he must sue his ryote, 
ho sues only such of them as are too poor to pay the expenses of law-suits, 
with the view of frightening other refractory tenants into submission. 
he zemindar does all this in self-defence, and will continue to do so in dis- 
regard of all consideration of mercy and dharma, so long as the Govern- 
ment does not confer on him advantages similar to those which it has 
conferred on the ryot. | : 
~~ In this connection the writer points out that if is a mistake to think 
at of the two parties in Bengal, the zemindar and the ryot, the former is 
nd stronger and the more powerful party. The fact is the number of 
noe sveiny and powerful zemindars in this province may be counted on 
He aa agers, the proprietors of most of the mehals being respectable 
e-class men and women. A large number of well-to-do and influential 
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the relation of tenants to these proprietors; and it is not at all Possible 
for these proprietors to be stronger than or to oppress these ryots. Is it 
therefore just on the part of Government to legislate exclusively for the 
benefit of the ryots ander the mistaken impression that they are the weaker 
and poorer party, and that it is the zemindars that commit oppression upon 
them P : 


Even if it be admitted that the zemindars are few and the ryots many 
in number, and that it is the duty of Government to do good to the many 
at the expense of the few, it is still a question whether it is really 
possible for Government to accomplish this object by means of legislation, If 
the zemindar is really the more powerful party and given to oppression, the ryot, 
as the weaker party, mast get worsted in his conflict with the zemindar, all laws 
in his favour notwithstanding. Take the case of the ryots of Magura. No. 
body can compel them to cultivate indigo, the law isin their favour ; and yet 
they find themselves compelled every year to cultivate indigo for the 

lanters. Supposing they had been given the privilege of paying their rent 
by means of postal money-order. Would even that have saved them from 
oppression at the hands of the planters? The utmost that that privilege 
would have secured to them would probably have been their exemption 
from liability to figure as defendants in rent suits, and not immunity from all 
oppression, because the planters would have in that case devised many other 
means of harassing them. Considering that even an influential man like 
Baradakanta Sarkar, who is not a ryot of the planters, has been oppressed 
by them, what is there to save their own poor and weak ryots from oppres- 
sion? ‘Ihese are not cases of oppression of a tenantsy by their landlord, 
These are cases of oppression of the weak by the strong. And such op- 
pression a rent law which is favourable to the ryot alone can never prevent 
or put down. 


(9)—Railways and communications including canals and irrigation. 


17. The Uluberta Darpan, of the 28th May, is glad that Nandalal 
The Tetua Khal in the Uluberia Bagchi, Deputy Magistrate, Uluberia, is inter- 
sub-division of the Howrah district esting himself in the matter of the re-excava- 
tion of the Tetua Khal in the Uluberia sub-division of the Howrah district. 
Ifthe Deputy Magistrate consults with the zemindars and patnidars or their 
local agents and officers, he will be in no difficulty about raising money by 
subscription, and the writer knows that most of the ryots will gladly pay at 
the rate of eight annas per bigha. A meeting of the Shebaits of the khal 
and other respectable persons of the locality should be convened for the 
purpose of dicussing the scheme and devising measures for its execution. _ 
18, The 4rydvarta, of the 8lst May, says that much_ has been said 
iia — about railway pprovemnens in rag Les 
Tee ee Teen 28s native seems to have drawn the attention o 4 
a ee ment to the great inconvenience felt by first 
and second class native passengers on the Indian railways in travelling 10 
the same carriage with Europeans, Nothing has yet been done to remove 


this inconvenience, 
19. The Bangabédst, of the 8lst May, 
ak be io Selbaste he ie Soenten complains of the bad condition of the ery 
m= Palbaria in the Kushtea sub-division of te 
Nuddea district. | take 
20. The same paper complains that the Local Board om, OS in 
ies dials io celia, ks a notice of the bad condition o 


wan distros. Govindabati in the Burdwan district. o 


e fe 


(h)— General. 


91, The Behar Bandha, of the 27th May, says that a comparison of 
the expenses per head incurred for natives and 
for Europeans respectively in a. lunatic 
lum, viz., Rs. 84 per head per annum for natives and Rs. 598. per head 
a annum for Europeans, ought to show why native lunatics fare so badly 

in the asylums. — 
99, The Sahachar, of the 28th May, says that the new protest. against 
the income-tax has come not from the Con- 
gress nor from a few ‘selfish natives,’ but from 
the Knglish merchants, who represent the wealth, intelligence and culture 
of the European community, and are noted for their political foresight and 
soolness of temper .and unquestionable loyalty. When Lord Dufferin 
evived the income-tax, people gladly consented to pay it, because the safety 
of the empire required them to make that sacrifice at the time. But there 
sno necessity for making the sacrifice any longer; and as the budget showsa 
surplus of 3 crores of rupees, there-is no reason why the tax should not be 
ahoiished. If the Governor-General and his councillors had known how 
the tax is regarded by the people, and what hardship it causes to them, they 
sould have themselves proposed its abolition in their last budget. But 
unfortunately the rulers of the country do not now mix with the people, and 
are therefore ignorant of their wanis, opinions and wishes. The little 
familiarity between ruler and ruled that existed at one time has disappeared, 
and the Governor-General can now rule the country from London. The 
other day an old Paharsa (hillman) told an Englishman that whereas 
formerly European officers came to the villagers and ascertained their 
condition by personal enquiry, now-a-days the villagers have to make their 
complaints known by means of applications, and that rules and regulations are 
the order of the day everywhere, and good Englishmen, like those that used 
tocome out to this country formerly, do not now come to it. Statesmen 
ought not to disregard this statement of the old Pahkaria. That people have 
now ceased to complain of the tax is simply because they believe that 
Government pays ‘no heed to complaints relating to matters of revenue. 
Government should, therefore, accept the advice of the Calcutta merchants 
and abolish the income-tax. The one advantage of a despotic form of-Govern- 
ment is that under it the grievances of the people can be promptly redressed. 
But unfortunately for the people of this country, they suffer all the dis- 
advantages of a despotic rule without enjoying any of its advantages. The 
writer concludes by saying that the tax should be abolished at least for one 
hundred years. And if, in the meanwhile, Government finds itself involved 
in a War with Russia, who is there in the country that will refuse to help 

it with money to fight the foe ? | 

23. The Surabhi-o-Patékd, of the 80th May, says that, though 
aCovermment in the Jessore indigo Messrs. Stevenson-Moore and Drake-Brockman 
_ have been sent to Magura and dhenidah 
respectively, still the proceedings initiated by Mr. Luson go on unchecked. 
; re then these orders of transfer passed by the Lieutenant-Governor intended 
= wre no other purpose than that of furnishing His Honour in future 
tf h plea in self-defence ? According to the Jessore Sammilant newspaper, 
; @ transfer of Mr. Luson to Berhampore has been decided upon, but the 
ee has not yet been officially announced. The Lieutenant-Governor, 
ated been pointed out in the last issue of this paper, is favourably disposed 
; 8 the planters (see Report on Native Papers for week ending 8lst 
oe paragraph 19). But does His Honour therefore think that it forms 
enig yey his duty to remove the distress of his subjects? Does he mean to 
= : un of seeing his subjects oppressed by his officers? Oppression in 
© has reached its utmost limits, and some of the ryots have therefore 
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been compelled to sow indigo. That the ryots should be thus made ty 
sow indigo against their is certainly shameful to the English, who 
take credit to themselves for having abolished the slave trade. 
24. The Sanjivant, of the oy Mey. — that it will not criticise the 
_ merits of the Government's circular probj. 
biting iy canted to sete in politionl biting its servants to join in political a4 
agitations. tions, but it feels bound to say that no disting. 
tion of native and European ought to be made in the application of this 
circular, The writer cannot shut his eyes to the fact that Government 
has not, in spite of its own circular, done anything up to this time to put 
a stop to the agitation set on foot by its Muropean poe he On the subject 
of their pensions. There can be no doubt that if a similar movement had 
been set on foot by the native servants of Government, high officials would 
have done their best to oppose it, and many a poor clerk would have felt 
the displeasure of Government in the loss of their situations. 
25. The Som Prakdsh, - hg 2nd ‘ une, wi that on transfers 
0 essrs. Stevenson-Moore and Drake. 
Mr. Luson's transfer from Jessore- = Brockman to the sub-divisions of Magura and 
Shenidah, respectively, has been announced in the Calcutta Gazette pub- 
lished on the 28th May. But how is it that Mr. Luson’s transfer to 
Murshidabad has not been announced in the same Gazette ? 
26. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 2nd June, complains 
The post office at Triveni in the Of delay in the distribution of letters by the 
district of Hooghly. post office at Triveni in the district of 
Hooghly. Letters from Triveni reach Calcutta in three days. The Triveni 
post office is within the postal jurisdiction of Magra, two miles off. Why 
then so much delay in the distribution of letters by the Triveni post 
office ? ‘Will the Postmaster-General enquire into the matter ? 
Curtailment of the Dugra Puja 27. The same paper has the following 
holidays. on the reduction of the Durga Puja holidays:— 
Government honours only time-serving men. It wants to strike a blow 
at the highest religious festival of the Hindus, and it obtains the sanction of a 
Mahamahopadhyaya to its act. The Durga Puja holidays ‘have been reduced 
from 12 to4 days. This, as the Jndian Mirror rightly says, is the thin end 
of the wedge. All the Hindu holidays will be gradually reduced. The 
Indian Mirrcr hopes to obtain redress in this matter from Lord Lansdowne, 
but the writer has long since ceased to look for redress in that quarter. 
No, people must not expect to get from Lord Lansdowne what they have 
not got from Sir Steuart Bayley. For Lord Lansdowne is not so closes 
friend of theirs as Sir Steuart. 
While Hindu holidays are being decreased, Mahomedan _holi- 
days are being increased, and itis not diffcult to understand its political 
significance. So long as Englishmen thought that it was their interest to 
humour the Hindus, so long they treated the Hindus with indulgence 0 
any matter. But they now see that no danger can come from the Hinda 
quarter, and they have accordingly ceased to treat the Hinds with consider- 
ation and to respect their customs and religion. Mr. R. C. Dutts 
History of India has been excluded from the list of text-books, simply 
because its exclusion will not injure the interests of the Anglo-[ndians 
If for the sake of advaneing these interests it is found necessary to bart 
the religious feelings of the Hindus, Government feels no hesitahon 
whatever in hurting the same. 
28. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrité, of the 4th June, says: that 
Curtailment of the Durga Puja Pundit Mahesh Chandra Nyayaratna’s 
nelidays, on the subject of the Durga Puja holidays msy 
have great value for the English merchants, because that is just the sort of op 
nion which they wanted. The Lieutenant-Governor was anxious to grant the 
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the English merchants, and he has therefore accepted the opinion 

the Pundit, for itis an opinion after his own heart. But Pundit Mahesh 
| ara is not the mouthpiece of the Hindu community. There are still 
yoo ‘n Bhatpara and Vikramapur, and their opinion ought to be taken in 


_ this matter, and a meeting should be convened for the —— of. publicly 


votesting against the curtailment of the Durga Puja holidays. If Baboo 

am Gopal Ghose had been now living, the Town Hall would have resound- 
ed with his eloquent denunciation of the curtailment of the Puja holidays, and 
lifeless Hindu society would have been quickened to new life. But is Hindu 
society wholly dead afterall? It is rumoured that the British Indian Associa- 
tion is making preparation for protesting against the action of Government in 
this matter, and it is hoped that the Association has collected the opinions of 
the pundits of Navadwipa, Bhatpara and other places. Seeing that large meet- 
ings are held now-a-days for very trifling objects as well as for getting what 
cannot be got, the writer would like to see a monster meeting of the Hindus 
convened for the purpose of protesting against the reduction of the Durga 


Puja holidays. — 

A five or six days’ holiday is granted for the celebration of the 
Christmas, and this notwithstanding the fact that only one day is required for 
the actual religious celebration, the best part of which, again, lies in the ‘ bottle 
and the plate.” Unlike the Durga Puja, the Christmas has no bodhan or 
shashthyadt kalpa to precede it, and yet a holiday of five or six days is granted 
simply. for festive purposes. And if a holiday of five days can be granted 
for the Christmas, surely a holiday of more than twenty-five days ought to 
be granted for the celebration of the Durga Puja. If Government says— 
‘We ure the rulers, we can do anything we like, and we can even prohibit 
the celebration of all the Hindu Pujas, and so it is a very trifling matter 
with us to reduce the time for.this celebration ’—the Hindus will be satisfied 
with the plain speaking and cease howling for nothing once for all, But 
Government does not say this. On the contrary, it proposes strict religious 
neutrality. And that is why the Hindus protest against the reduction of the 
Se Puja holidays in violation of the solemn pledges given by the Queen- 

mpress. 


IIJ.—LeEGIsLaTIvE. — : 


29. A correspondent of the Sudhdkar, of the 30th May, says that the 
» it Hindus and Mr. Bradlaugh's Hindus of Netrokona, Dacca and Jessore are 


inducing uneducated Mahomedans oy various 
tr. 


false representations to sign petitions to Parliament supporting Brad- 
laugh 8 Bill. Mahomedans should beware of this duplicity of the Hindus. 
For it is now clear that the Hindus will not hesitate to do any amount of 
mischief to the Mahomedans in order to gain their own ends. 
380. The Samaya, of the 80th May, thinks that there ought to be two 
SE Stir Mee nna exceptions to section 4 of the Succession Cer- 
| tificate Act. The first should be to the effect 
that the provisions of the section should not apply unless the value of the 
Property left exceeds Rs. 10,000. The second should be to the effect that 
the lawful heir should be empowered to sue the creditors of the deceased, 
and that the amount recovered by execution of decree should be kept in 
deposit in court for six months, and that, if within that time no will of the 
eceased is proved, the amount should go to the lawful heir, who should also 
© empowered to draw from those deposits within those six months a sum 


not exceeding Rs. 1,000 for the purpose of defraying funeral ex enses, with- 
out being required to find aa” :. ‘ 


IV.—Natrve Sratzs. 


dl, The Samaya, of the 30th May, has heard & rumour that a 
Cashmere, - Committee of Enquiry will be soon appointed 
to consider the case of the deposed Maharaja 
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Cashmere. It is probable that Government may now restore 
Maharaja to his drone. For the object for which his State was taken i 
been gained by constructing a fort at Gilgit at the cost of the Maharaja, anq 
by stationing British troops at that place. Railway lines will soon traverse 
Cashmere, and roads for facilitating the transport of English troops through 
that country have already been completed. The Maharaja can now be safe} 
permitted tosit on his throne, and by letting him do so overoment will lose 
nothing, but on the contrary get credit for honesty. Such isthe policy which 
Englishmen follow in the administration of India! Under these circum. 


stances the rumour about a Cashmere Enquiry Committee is probably not 


true. . 
82. The Surabhi-o-Patékd, of the 30th May, says that the young 
Maharaja of Indore is a ruler of a somewhat 
independent spirit, and this is serious crime ip 
the eyes of Englishmen. His Highness has become the eyesore of English. 
men simply because he cannot make himself serviceable to all of them, high 
and low, and because he is not always prepared to bow his head before 
them. A plea has now been raised with the view of bringing his State 
within the grasp of the all-devouring English. A question was lately asked 
in the House of Commons about maladministration in the Indore State, and 
Sir John Gorst said that he Knew there was maladministration in that State, 
but Government was unable to interfere in it. No, Sir John, you cannot 
interfere, and he must be a wretch who should advise you to doso. Yes, 
Englishmen have never interfered in the affairs of other States except in the 
interest of the people of those very States. And where they have interfered 
they have carefully considered the necessity and opportuneness of the 
measure. And necessity and opportuneness are both absent in the case of 
Indore. For Indore is not a frontier State like Cashmere, and.there is no 


Indore. 


fear of any foreign invasion in that quarter. It is therefore needless to 
talk of annexation in regard to Holkar’s territory. But the Maharaja should 
nevertheless conduct himself more carefully in future. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


38. The Bangabdst, of the 3lst May, says that scarcity has already 
Scarcity in the Satkhira sub-division made itself felt in Berbati, in the Satkhira 
of the Khulna district. sub-division of the Khulna district, and the 
people are living almost on one meal a day. Paddy is selling at a vety 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


84. The Chéruvdrtd, of the 26th May, says that increased cultivation 
| of jute is causing a proportionate decrease 12 
the cultivation of paddy. The cultivator i 
indeed getting more money by growing jute, but the condition of the middle 
class people is becoming more and more miserable by reason of the diminished 
production and the consequently increased price of paddy. And the 
price of paddy having risen the prices of all other commodities have propor 
tionately risen. Money to be of any value must be able to purchase food ; 
and where food is scarce, money is utterly valueless. 
Extinction of the martial spirit in 35. The Sahachar, of the 28th May, 
— has the following on the decline of the mili- 
tary spirit in India :— 
Alexander the Great was of opinion that of all the Asiatic races whom 
he had met in battle, the Hindus were the bravest and 8 
Colonel Malleson also testifies to the high military virtues of the Hind fot 
saying that if they had got good leaders it would have been very difficult 
the English to conquer them. But it is not so now, and the m 


The increased cultivation of jute. 
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India. If oppressions of the kind of which the 
been guilty had been committed a few years before, 


But the Sikhs of to-day have not dared even to utter a word 
A Buropean correspondent of the Indian Daily News has 
paper to say that the other day a respectable native gentle- 
to be riding on horseback met a mofussil Magistrate 


rotest. 


ordered him to walk on foot in his presence about a 


and went away. All this shows that the spirit of 
Rajput, Hindustani and Sikh soldiers 
discount, and Government is collecting recruits from among 
For this extinction of the military spirit in the country, the 
Government and the Arms Act are chiefly responsible. 
Its arts and manufactures have 
; its people have become impoverished, and within the last 
crores of them have perished for want of food. It is able to 


97 years 15 : 
with salt, but it has been made to depend on 


supply the whole world 


Liverpool and Hamburg for its own supply of that necessary article of food. 


But things of this kind once lost can be again recovered. But courage once 
gone does not easily return. And if the present state of things in India, 
under which the most warlike races are losing their military instinct, conti- 
nues for any length of time, the Indians will find themselves as helpless as 
the Britons did under the Romanrule. The problem is a serious one, and it 
behoves the rulers and the ruled alike to give their best attention to it. 
And Government, in particular, ought not to forget that it is its own interest 
to keep the military spirit of the Indian people from dying out. For when 
the emergency comes it is Government that will lose most by the emascula- 
tion of its Indian subjects. 


86. The Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 80th May, says that the Burmese 
are about to taste the sweets of British rule. 
: The manufacture of salt in Burma having 
interfered with the salt revenue of Government, Mr. Aston of the Salt De- 
partment was sent to that country with instructions to devise means for pro- 
tecting the salt revenue. Mr. Aston’s report is now under the consideration 
of the Chief Commissioner of Burma, and it seems probable that Govern- 
ment will either impose a heavy duty on the salt manufacture of Burma, or 
abolish that manufacture altogether. 


37. The same paper heartily approves of the preparations which the 

people of Bombay are making for sending a 

B; petition to Parliament praying that Lord 

me may be again appointed Governor-General of India. It will be to 

~ interest of both England and India that men like Lord Ripon should in 
ese bad times be entrusted with the Indian administration. 


88. Referring to Mr. Cust’s recent article in the Asiatic Quarterly 
Review, the same paper says that it need not 
remind the Indian officials that it is their para- 
of Toa mount duty to remove from the administration 
ndia the defects and shottcomings.to which allusion has been made in 
ce wate in question. The causes which are dividing the rulers and the 
oficiale India are patent to every intelligent man; but unfortunately the 
she Simla, who can descry from their mountain retreat every step that 

la takes in Central Asia, have not eyes to see the operation of those. causes, 


and tax those with political short-sightedness who point it out to them. So 


’ Salt manufacture in Burma. 
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long as these causes of difference between the two communities are not rem 
Englishmen will be unable to win the hearts of the people of India, 
$9. The Samaya, of the 80th May, fully Pages of the Ludian Mirroy, 
wt Poles Agency sod the Schick Come 
The Indian Political A olitic gency an e British Co 
erabae eects Committee in England requires that the mtr 
of India should tax themselves for the purpose of raising money for their 
maintenance. Self-Government has its responsibilities, and those who are 
unwilling to incur such responsibilities are uofit for self-government. And 
it follows from this that if the people of India are fit for Local Self-Govern. 
ment, they will not oppose the above proposal for their voluntary taxation for 
the maintenance of the Indian Political Agency in England. 
40. The same paper says that Captain Hearsey recently paid a visit to 
pergunnah Sujamutha in the district of Midna. 
yoppression in Sujamutha, district pore, and made a house-to-house inspection of 
ne the condition of the ryote. Every one will be 
astonished to learn from him that 12,000 suits for arrears of rent were 
instituted against the ryots, and 85,000 of the latter have had to leave their 
homesteads in consequence. ven the oppression of the tenantry in Ireland 
cannot be compared with this oppression of the Midnapore ryots; for it 
does not seem that in Ireland so large a number of tenants as 35,000 have 
been dispossessed of their lands. Of these 35,000 ryots 300 are poor widows! 
The condition of these widows is deplorable in the extreme; some of them 
being so destitute as not to have a place where to lay their heads at night. 
The ryots are not only dispossessed of their lands, but are also beaten and 
otherwise ill-treated. Some cases of ill-treatment and oppression of ryots are 
then given from the Bengalee newspaper. In one instance a dispossessed 
ryot, Madhusudun Dass, of the village of Gharbari, was leaving his house 
with an image of Gouranga (Chaitanya Deb), and a Mahomedan was ordered 
to defile that image by touching it. The man protested, saying, “ first take 
my life and then touch the image.” The writer has also heard that some tem- 
les of Siva have been demolished in execution of decrees for arrears of rent. 
f any private zemindar had been guilty of oppression of this description, 
involving religious outrage, he would have been most severely dealt with by 
Government. But as in the present instance it is the Court of Wards 
that is guilty of this oppression, Government has apparently nothing to _ say. 
Considering the serious nature of the oppression, the silence of Government 
in regard to it is astonishing. Has Baboo Ban Behari Kapur become 
such a puppet in the hands of Government that he cannot do anything to put 
down this oppression? It is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will soon 
take up the case of these ryots. The writer does not know why Sir Steuart 
Bayley is thus earning a bad name in the closing days of his administration. 
41. The Sudhdkar, of the 30th May, says that the appearance of 
apne ne Re ee political fanatics or Sannyasis in India has 
‘ operess- always been attended with great political dit 
turbances. History bears testimony to this fact, and distinguished novelists 
like Baboo Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, Mr. R. C. Dutt, and Baboo Chandi 
Charan Sen have illustrated in their works the unlimited power which these 
Sannyasis acquire over the people, and have clearly shown that it is these 
Sannyasis that have been at the bottom of all political convulsions like the 
sepoy mutiny. The present Congress movement has given birth to some 
Sannyasis of this type. Whether this bodes good to India or not the wniter 
cannot say, but the Government, it is clear, ought to keep a sharp look-out. 
Alarém Babaji, an exponent of the Congress movement, is a man 
class. He is displaying great tact in furthering the objects of the Congres, 


and he is showing great enmity to the Mahomedans. Government cannot 


too carefully watch his movements. 
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he Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 8)st May, says that it is rumoured Suvap Passmacas, 
4. T that Sir Steuart Bayley has, at the request of “7° 1% 
The Government and the Durgs the Chamber of Commerce, recommended to 
Pojs holidsy*- the Government of India a redaction of the 


eight days 
that the 
it will not 


feelings i 
43 y tis $00, 1008 


On making a personal inspection Dr. Chandra found some of the 
charges to be true, and promised to investigate into the truth or falsity of 
the others. But he now declines to make any further investigation ia the 
matter, This attitude of Dr. Chandra’s is greatly to be regretted. As to 
Mr. Meyers, if he thinks that the charges brought against him are false, he 
can at once seek redress in the courts of law. And as to the Government, it 
8 its bounden duty to institute a searching enquiry into the matter. The 
writer well knows that seeking redress in such cases at the hands of high 
officials is like hoping against hope, for the officials always try to screen the 
offenders in such cases, 


44. A correspondent of the Bangabdsi, of the 81st May, finds fault with 
ii a : this paper for opposing the Oongress move- 
tnd the Congress poor rule ment, and says that as it is one object of that 
es - movement to secure for the people a portion 
of the administrative power, it will be indirectly instrumental in bringing 


about a revival of the indigenous arts of India. To this the Bangabdet 
replies as follows :-— | 


There can be no denying that the help of Government is absolutely 


“ecestary in reviving and improving the indigenous industries of the country. 


BaNGABASI 
May 3lst, 1890. 


Urgtlvya anD 
Nava8aMVaD, 


May 14th, 1890. 
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The great improvement which Indian industries underwent some time » 
was due solely to their encouragement by the Government which administereq 
the country before the arrival of the Eoglish. And even now when those jp. 
dustries have suffered so much decline, much can be done to improve them if the 
Government lends its helping hand to the people in this direction. But can 
any encouragement of. Indian industry be expected from a Government, 
which is not only a Government of foreigners and of aliens in religion, but 
also the Government of a people who are themselves a manufacturing and q 
commercial people? It is only this last element in the character of the 
present Government that stands in the way of its doing anything for the 
material prosperity of the governed. The Mahomedan rulers of India were also 
foreigners and aliens in religion; but they had no commercial interest of 
their own to guard and promote, and they therefore did their best to en- 
courage Indian industry. And Indian industry attained its highest develop. 
ment under Musulman rule. 

Not less than Rs. 29,00,00,000 worth of English-made articles were 
imported into India in nine months from the Ist of April to the 8lst 
December 1888, and a comparison of the figures for the two or three pre- 
ceding years shows that India is importing larger and larger quantities of 
English-made goods year after year. And yet the English manufacturer is far 
from satisfied. He is still grumbling—witness Mayor Jackson’s recent speech 
at the Sheffield Manufactory. Mayor Jackson says that English trade with 
India is not yet fully. developed. ‘The fact is the English manufacturer 
cannot bear the sight of an Indian using even the most trifling articles of 
indigenous manufacture, and he will know no rest until he has swept the 
Indian market clean of all articles of Indian making. Mayor Jackson 
regrets that whilst Australia consumes Rs. 20 worth of English goods 
per head annually, India takes only Re. 1 worth of such articles per head, and he 
urges on his audience the necessity of creating a wider field for English goods 
in India. But the average annual income ofan Australian is Rs. 480, 
whilst that of an Indian, deducting taxes, is not more than Rs. 17-8 only. 
And of this small sum of Re. 17-8, which is not even sufficient to purchase 
the barest necessaries of life, so much as Re. 1 is spent in buying English 

oods. And yet the English manufacturer is not content. And these 
English manufacturers are the English nation, whose interest, before that of 
all uthers, it is the object of English statesmanship to look after and secure. 
Can it be said, then, that the Ccngressists are labouring in a right cause, 
when they are endeavouring to secure a power which, it is not at all probable, 
that Government will ever concede to them ? | 

45. Referring to the Pioneer’s proposal for a revival of the Press Act, 


, ) the same paper says that a revival of that Act 
re wa a oe pe Po political mistake that 
would be made by Government, and that the proposal is one on which the 
native press ought to congratulate itself, for it means that it is feared and 
its power is increasing. The native press is, so to speak, the political 
barometer of the country. None, not even Anglo-Indian officialdom, cat 
know or indicate better than the native press the political situation of the 
country. It is impossible for officialdom, much more for Anglo-Indian 
journalism, to guage the real internal condition of the people better than 
itis guaged by the native press. To place restrictions on the native press 
would therefore be to reduce its usefulness, and thus to deprive Government 
of the full benefit of its advice in the administration of the country. 


Ustrya Papers. | 


46. The Uriya and Navasamvdd, of the the 14th May, is sory to 
The Entrance and F. A. Examina. otice grave irregularities in the proceedings 
acne of the Calcutta University. The University 
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has, up to this time, failed to publish the results of the last Entrance and 
f, A. xaminations. bi 
47, Thesame paper is sorry to notice the misapplication of the 
ot misapplication of the Mohsin Fund in the Balasore Zillah School, 
sohsin Pond. inasmuch as a son and son-in-law of Bhuyan 
Abdus Sobhan Khan, a rich Mussulman resident of Balasore, have contrived 
to secure aid from that fund with a view to prosecute their studies in that 
cae The Dipaka, of the 17th May, expresses great joy at the success 
pabu Surendra Nath Banerji in of Babu Surendra Nath Banerji in his Con- 
England. 7 gress lectures in England, and notices with 
great satisfaction the sympathetic telegram sent by the Hon'ble Justice 
Norris of the Calcutta High Court to the meeting at Bristol, specially 
convened to hear Babu Surendra Nath. 
49, In alluding to the survey operations going on in the districts of 
Cuttack and Puri, the same paper points out 


The survey operations in Orissa. that it is a great mistake on the part of Gov- 


ernment to utilise the services of patwaries and sarbarakars, who are both . 


incapable and ignorant of survey work. 
50. The Utkaldipikd, of the 17th May, is happy to learn that Lord 
Tord Lansdowne on the elective Juansdowne has at last been induced to en- 
principle. | courage the national aspirations of India by 
recommending the introduction of the elective principle into the Legislative 
Councils in India, and hopes that His Excellency willin future pay proper 
regard to the national sentiments of the Indians. 
51. In goiog through the — the — Budget, the —_ 
Pe ere paper finds out that a large amount out of the 
. — malway fines in Oniss restored Famine Fund will be spent on the 
construction of railways, and expresses the hope that the importance of the 
proposed Panchpara-Puri and Eastern Coast Railway lines will attract the 
attention of Government. . 
52. The same paper objects to the policy of the Irrigation Department 
The Irrigation Department in Orissa. 12 Orisea of supplying, in the first instance, 
ne eight pipe outlets for every mile of each new 
distributary and of their calling upon the lessees to provide and fix all 
additional pipe outlets and execute any repairs or renewals that may be 
required at their own expense, and remarks that this proceduce will 
secure very paltry savings to Government on the one hand, and will cause 
immense 1nconvenience to the lessees on the other. 
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